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Officiant:  Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Officiant:  Almighty God to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Confession of Sin 

You may kneel or sit during the prayer of confession

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
People:  Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with 
true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Officiant:  O Lord, open our lips.
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us;
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
People:  As it was in the beginning, is now, 
	         and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Officiant:  Praise the Lord.
People:  The Lord’s name be praised.

Almighty God

Verse 1
Almighty God to you all hearts are open 
Searching all our thoughts and anxious fears 
Wash us in the fountain of your mercy 
Come with your light, we cannot hide from you 
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Acts 20:17-38
17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the 
church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them:

“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the 
first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and 
with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of 
the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that 
was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 
21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God 
and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going 
to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen 
to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city 
that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my 
life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course 
and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 
gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that none of 
you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see 
my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of 
the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the 
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that 
after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing 
the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking 
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be 
alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to 

Verse 2
Almighty God to you all hearts are open 
With gratitude we raise our song to you 
Come and fill the praises of your people 
In grace and truth, you make us new again 

Chorus 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 

Verse 3
Almighty God to you all hearts are open 
We long for more than what this world provides 
No shallow spring will ever satisfy us 
Your river deep floods over everything 

David Leonard | Leslie Jordan | Sandra McCracken
© 2015 Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))
Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Drink Your Tea Music (Fair Trade Music 
Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]) CCLI License # 11097686



admonish every one with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give 
you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no 
one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all 
things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help 
the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself 
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed 
with them all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they 
embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because 
of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And 
they accompanied him to the ship.

The Holy Bible, ESV

Reader:  The Word of the Lord     
People:  Thanks be to God.

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 9:18-26
18 Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were 
with him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 
And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, 
that one of the prophets of old has risen.” 20 Then he said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 
22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised.”

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or 
forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of 
him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the 
glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

The Holy Bible, ESV

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Homily

Andy Bramsen 

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
     he suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again
         in accordance with the Scriptures;
    he ascended into heaven
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
         and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
         and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Leader:  Lord, in your mercy,
People:  Hear our prayer.
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The Collect

O Lord God, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to 
follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peacei

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.
As we remember the peace that we have been given with God through his forgiveness, 
we also remember that He has made us at peace with one another.  That is why we 
“exchange the peace.”  You may say “The peace of the Lord” to those around you, or just 
say “Hello.”

The Offertory

In order to support the mission of the church financially, you may send checks to Church 
of the Redeemer, P.O. Box 130965, St. Paul, MN 55113, or if you wish to give online or 
set up direct deposit from your bank account, please visit https://oftheredeemer.org/give/

Officiant:  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth 
is yours; yours is the Kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as Head 
above all. All things come from you, O Lord,
People:  And of your own have we given you. 

1 Chronicles 29:11, 14

The Holy Communioni

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with your spirit. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant:  It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth...

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:

See music on facing page.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, 
	 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
	 Hosanna in the highest.
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Sanctus 
Franz Peter Schubert
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Celebrant:  Holy and gracious Father...
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant:  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving...

...all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   
Celebrant and People:  AMEN.

And now, as our savior Christ has taught us we are bold to pray together,

Celebrant and People:
Our Father in heaven hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
Forgive us our sins just as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, the glory are Yours
Forever and ever. Amen.  Amen.

Alison Ritch
©2002 Used with permission

Celebrant:  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed for 		
us, once for all upon the cross.
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving.

The Bread and Cup are given to the communicants with these words:

The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.

Directions for Communion

All baptized believers in Jesus Christ are welcome to receive communion.  However, 
if you are not able to receive you may remain seated or come forward for a prayer of 
blessing from one of our ministers.  Please indicate your desire for a prayer of blessing 
by crossing your arms across your chest.

Outdoors:  Greeters will dismiss and direct one representative of each household to 
receive Holy Communion from the Table at the front or rear of our gathering, depending 
upon where you are seated.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  



Single-person households are welcome to receive and consume at the Table.  Household 
representatives will distribute and consume with their family members at the place where 
they are seated.  

Indoors:  Greeters will dismiss you by row to receive Holy Communion.  Gluten-free 
wafers are available upon request.  Please extend your open palm to receive and wait to 
consume the bread after you have returned to your pew.  

Prayer Ministry

If you would like to receive prayer for physical, emotional, or spiritual needs,  prayer 
ministers are available to pray with you during our communion worship and for a short 
time after the service.  This time of prayer is considered private and confidential, and 
whatever you share with prayer ministers will not be brought up again by them unless 
you initiate. 

If you are are unable to receive Communion today, you may participate in worship with 
this prayer below:

A Prayer When Unable to Receive Communion
Heavenly Father, I now join my heart and mind with all my brothers 
and sisters in Holy Mother Church throughout the world who gather 
at your holy table this day to remember your death and proclaim 
your resurrection.  Accept my soul and body as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to you, through the merits of your dear son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Hasten the day when I may once more draw near 
with them to receive the most precious sacrament of your body and 
blood.  Amen.
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His Love Is My Resting Place (Psalm 23)

Verse 1
The Lord is my guide and friend
I rest well when I’m with him
No hunger or thirst or anxious need
When my Lord is here with me

Chorus
His love is my resting place
My Shepherd is kind and full of grace
The arms of my Lord are strong and safe
His love is my resting place

Verse 2
The shadow of death may fall
With darkness upon my way
But always my Lord is near to me
His love is my resting place

Verse 3
Your goodness will be my feast
Your kindness will overflow
And always your love will follow me
And your house will be my home

Wendell Kimbrough
© 2020 Kimbrough, Wendell 
CCLI License # 11097686
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Celebrant and People: 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out into 
the world to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements 

Celebrant:	 The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen.

Deacon:  Alleluia.  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.
People:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.

Come All Ye Pining

Verse 1
Lord, we adore thy boundless grace,
The heights and depths unknown,
Of pardon, life, and joy, and peace,
In thy beloved Son.

Chorus
Come, all ye pining, hungry poor,
The Saviour’s bounty taste;
Behold a never-failing store
For every willing guest.

Verse 2
O wondrous gifts of love divine,
Dear Source of every good;
Jesus, in thee what glories shine!
How rich thy flowing blood!

Verse 3
Here shall your numerous wants receive
A free, a full supply;
He has unmeasured bliss to give,
And joys that never die.

From All Things New, www.redmountainmusic.com From the 
hymn “Lord, We Adore Thy Boundless Grace” by Anne Steele. 
Gadsby #1039



Welcome!

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We are blessed by your 
participation with us. If you would like to be contacted by one of our 
clergy or added to our weekly email communication, please enter your 
information using this link. Thank you!

Holy Imaginations

As we make our way through the Book of Acts this summer, let’s 
engage our imaginations. Kids, youth and adults are all invited to 
share artwork based on the Sunday Acts passage. No deadlines, and 
you are welcome to return to earlier passages and prompts anytime.

Upload your work here. 

Sermon Reflection Questions

•	 What does Paul say about the aim of his life and ministry?  What did 
it require of him?  What did he anticipate to find and experience as 
he continued along his course?

•	 What sustained Paul’s zeal to complete his course and finish his 
ministry?  What things does he name that didn’t motivate him?  Why 
does he name those things?
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Today's Preacher - Andy Bramsen

Andy grew up in Senegal, West Africa.  He is an Associate Professor of 
Political Science at Bethel University and has studied at the University 
of South Carolina - Aiken, Baylor University, and University of Notre 
Dame.  Andy has served our church as a member of the vestry and 
in numerous other areas of ministry.  He and his wife Sara, are the 
parents of four children, and live in Blaine.

Come All Ye Pining

Verse 1
Lord, we adore thy boundless grace,
The heights and depths unknown,
Of pardon, life, and joy, and peace,
In thy beloved Son.

Chorus
Come, all ye pining, hungry poor,
The Saviour’s bounty taste;
Behold a never-failing store
For every willing guest.

https://oftheredeemer.breezechms.com/form/1e4edc
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOTQX-GAhN_8xYMeUgkqachLmdWHKnyjljNk7i-yLTLIMoNA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
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Gathered Worship

Outdoor gathered worship 
will continue in the months 
of September and October 
while weather permits.  
RVSPs are no longer needed 
for outdoor gathered 
worship.  Preparations are 
being made for indoor 
gathered worship beginning 
later in October.

•	Mask use:  Adults and all children who are able are expected to 
wear masks when arriving, leaving, moving among others, and 
singing.

•	Online participation will continue to be offered and facilitated.  

Indoor Contingency

In the event of rain or excessive heat, a cancellation notice for our 
outdoor service will be sent out day-of.  Please view this linked video 
explanation of our protocols for gathered worship indoors.  We have 
space in the sanctuary for 75 people to gather for worship indoors and 
online participation will be offered for households and Better Together 
groups.  Use of masks is expected of adults and children who are able.   
A separate RSVP for the indoor worship service will be sent out via 
email in the preceding week.

Youth of the Redeemer

This coming school year we are excited to launch Church of the 
Redeemer’s first formal Youth Group! Youth will be meeting once 
a week for a time of fellowship, teaching, and sharing. We will be 
exploring the question “What is our salvation for?” through the video 
curriculum “For the Life of the World: Letters to the Exiles.” We ask for 
your prayers as we move forward in developing youth programming.

KidConnect - Gathered

Beginning next Sunday, 
September 13 and as long as 
the weather allows, children in 

K-3rd and 4th-5th will be able to gather outside before the Sunday 
worship service for bible engagement and connection with their peers. 
Children will come every other week with children in the same family 
on the same week. Please watch for more details via email about start 
time, location and other info for KidConnect-Gathered next week! 

https://vimeo.com/445407090
https://vimeo.com/445407090


Morning Prayer

Join us in worship on Wednesdays, 8 a.m. each week.  You may 
participate by dial-in or via internet with audio and video.  Morning 
Prayer follows a brief order of service lasting approximately 30 minutes 
that includes musical worship, scripture readings, a brief reflection 
on the day’s scripture passage, and prayer.  Login information and a 
downloadable orders of service is available at:

https://oftheredeemer.org/events/wednesday-worship-prayer/

Pastoral Care & Benevolence

Please contact Fr. Paul, Deacon Liz, or Deacon Dawn if you are in 
need or are aware of someone who has immediate needs for food, 
transportation, housing, or healthcare.

Reading of Acts 21 & 22

This summer we’re studying the book of Acts together as a church.  
For the context around this month’s sermons, enjoy this reading of 
Acts chapters 21 & 22 by Deacon Liz and David Stewart.
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https://vimeo.com/showcase/7267391
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7267391
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