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Officiant:  Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Officiant:  Almighty God to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

conFeSSion oF Sin 

You may kneel or sit during the prayer of confession

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
People:  Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Verse 1
All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia alleluia
Thou burning sun with golden beam
Thou silver moon with softer gleam
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

Verse 2
Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along
O praise Him alleluia
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice
Ye lights of evening find a voice
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia
 

Verse 3
And all ye men of tender heart
Forgiving others take your part
O sing ye alleluia
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear
Praise God and on Him cast your care
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia
   
Verse 4
Let all things their Creator bless
And worship Him in humbleness
O praise Him alleluia
Praise praise the Father praise the Son
And praise the Spirit Three in One
O praise Him O praise Him
Alleluia alleluia alleluia

St. Francis of Assisi  / William Henry Draper
© Public Domain 

all creaTureS oF our God and KinG
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Priest:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with 
true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Officiant:  O Lord, open our lips.
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us;
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
People:  As it was in the beginning, is now, 
         and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Officiant:  Praise the Lord.
People:  The Lord’s name be praised.

almiGhTy God

Verse 1
Almighty God to you all hearts are open 
Searching all our thoughts and anxious fears 
Wash us in the fountain of your mercy 
Come with your light, we cannot hide from you 

Verse 2
Almighty God to you all hearts are open 
With gratitude we raise our song to you 
Come and fill the praises of your people 
In grace and truth, you make us new again 

Chorus 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah 

Verse 3
Almighty God to you all hearts are open 
We long for more than what this world provides 
No shallow spring will ever satisfy us 
Your river deep floods over everything 

David Leonard | Leslie Jordan | Sandra McCracken
© 2015 Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))
Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Drink Your Tea Music (Fair Trade Music 
Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]) CCLI License # 11097686



acTS 7:44-60
44 “Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who 
spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that 
he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they 
dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers. So 
it was until the days of David, 46 who found favor in the sight of God 
and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was 
Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell 
in houses made by hands, as the prophet says,

49 “‘Heaven is my throne,
    and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
    or what is the place of my rest?
50 Did not my hand make all these things?’

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which 
of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those 
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom 
you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as 
delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they 
ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out 
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 
Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses 
laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And 
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep.

The Holy Bible, ESV

Reader:  The Word of the Lord     
People:  Thanks be to God.

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

4



5

luKe 23:33-49
33 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, 
watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers 
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence 
of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And 
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 
And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”

44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while the sun’s light failed. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with 
a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And 
having said this he breathed his last. 47 Now when the centurion saw 
what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was 
innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, 
when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their 
breasts. 49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed 
him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things.

The Holy Bible, ESV

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

homily

David Stewart
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The aPoSTleS’ creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit
 and born of the Virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried.	He	descended	to	the	dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

PrayerS oF The PeoPle

Leader:  Lord, in your mercy,
People:  Hear our prayer.

The lord’S Prayer

Our Father in heaven hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
Forgive us our sins just as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, the glory are Yours
Forever and ever. Amen.  Amen.

The collecT

Grant us, O Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things 
that are right, that we, who can do no good thing apart from you, may 
by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Alison Ritch
©2002 Used with permission
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The oFFerTory

In order to support the mission of the church financially, you may send checks to Church 
of the Redeemer, P.O. Box 130965, St. Paul, MN 55113, or if you wish to give online or 
set up direct deposit from your bank account, please visit https://oftheredeemer.org/give/

Officiant:  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth 
is yours; yours is the Kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as Head 
above all. All things come from you, O Lord,
People:  And of your own have we given you. 

1 Chronicles 29:11, 14

here iS love

Verse 1
Here is love vast as the ocean
Loving kindness as the flood
When the Prince of life our ransom
Shed for us His precious blood
Who His love will not remember
Who can cease to sing His praise
He will never be forgotten
Throughout heav'n's eternal days

Verse 2
On the mount of crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide
Through the floodgates of God's mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide
Grace and love like mighty rivers
Poured incessant from above
Heaven's peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love

Verse 3
Let me all Thy love accepting,
Love Thee, ever all my days;
Let me seek Thy kingdom only
And my life be to Thy praise;
Thou alone shall be my glory,
Nothing in the world I see.
Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me,
Thou Thyself hast set me free.

Verse 4
In His truth He does direct me
By His Spirit through His Word
And His grace my need is meeting
As I trust in Him, my Lord
All His fullness He is pouring
In His love and power in me
Without measure full and boundless
As I yield myself to Thee.

Robert S. Lowry | William Edwards | William Rees
Public Domain 
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The General ThanKSGivinG

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

announcemenTS

Priest:  The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen.

The Peacei

Deacon:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And with your spirit.
Deacon:  Alleluia!  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Welcome!

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We are blessed by your 
participation with us. If you would like to be contacted by one of our 
clergy or added to our weekly email communication, please enter your 
information using this link. Thank you!

Sermon reFlecTion QueSTionS

• One of the striking things about Acts 7 is how quickly the situation 
changes – for the authorities, for the early Christian community, and 
especially for Stephen. How would you explain this volatility and 
rapid change? 

• What was it about Stephen’s speech that triggered such outrage and 
hatred towards him?

Today's Preacher - David Stewart

David is originally from British Columbia. He is currently Director of 
Libraries at Bethel University and has studied at Regent College and 
the University of Western Ontario. David and his wife Liz, our Pastor 
of Discipleship and Spiritual Formation, are the parents of four grown 
children, and live in Falcon Heights.

https://oftheredeemer.breezechms.com/form/1e4edc
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GaThered WorShiP and BaPTiSmS - Sunday, July 19

Mark your calendars!  We’re making preparations to gather for 
outdoor worship at the church on Sunday, July 19, 4:30 p.m.  We’ll 
observe baptisms, reaffirm the baptismal covenant together, and 
celebrate Holy Communion.  The service will be streamed online for 
those who are unable to gather at the church. 

Small gatherings have been organized to encourage group participation 
in outdoor worship via our online service.  Please contact Greta Dvorak 
or Molly Riley with questions or to participate.

In this brief video, two members of our vestry, Molly Riley and Eric 
Watkins, and Fr. Paul share Church of the Redeemer’s plans for the 
remainder of the summer and preparations being made for the fall.

mailto:greta.joy.johnson%40gmail.com?subject=Better%20Together
mailto:mollykriley%40gmail.com?subject=Better%20Together
https://vimeo.com/435226021
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readinG oF acTS 7 & 8

This summer we’re studying the book of Acts together as a church.  
For the context around this Sunday’s sermon, enjoy this reading of 
Acts chapters 7 & 8 by the Schroeder family.

oPPorTuniTieS For WorShiP & FelloWShiP

Join us in worship on Wednesdays and Sundays of each week.  You 
may participate by dial-in or via internet with audio and video.  Each 
time of worship follows a brief order of service lasting approximately 
30-40 minutes.  Login information and a downloadable orders of 
service will be available at:

https://oftheredeemer.org/events

PaSToral care & Benevolence

Please contact Fr. Paul, Deacon Liz, or Deacon Dawn if you are in 
need or are aware of someone who has immediate needs for food, 
transportation, housing, or healthcare.

Sunday, 4:30 p.m., 
Emphasis:  God’s Word for us.

Wednesday, 8:00 a.m., 
Emphasis: Prayer.

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7267391
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7267391
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7267391
https://oftheredeemer.org/events/
https://oftheredeemer.org/events/sunday-worship/
https://oftheredeemer.org/events/wednesday-worship-prayer/
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